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Elements of a Program
- A program is made up of

- Keywords.
- Programmer-defined identifiers.
- Operators.
- Punctuation.
- Syntax.
- Comments.



Keywords
- Set of 84 reserved words.
- Each keyword has special meaning in C++.
- Usually denoted in blue.
- https://www.learncpp.com/cpp-tutorial/keywords-and-

naming-identifiers/

https://www.learncpp.com/cpp-tutorial/keywords-and-naming-identifiers/


Example - Keywords



Programmer Defined 

Identifiers

- Names made up by the programmer.
- Not part of the C++ language.
- Used to represent variables, memory 

locations, functions, etc.
- Here, a variable is defined as a named 

computer memory location that holds 
data.

- https://www.learncpp.com/cpp-tutorial/keywords-and-
naming-identifiers/

https://www.learncpp.com/cpp-tutorial/keywords-and-naming-identifiers/


Example –

Programmer Defined Identifiers



Operators & Punctuations

- Operators perform operations on data.
- Types of operators.

- Arithmetic: +, -, *, /
- Assignment: =

- Punctuation:
- Mark the end of a line.
- Separate items on a list.



Example –

Operators and Punctuations



Syntax

- Rules of grammar required to be followed 
when writing a program.

- Controls the use of keywords, operators, 
programmer-defined symbols, and 
punctuation.



Comments

- Document parts of the source code.
- Documentation intended for persons reading 

the source code to:
- Indicate the purpose of the program.
- Describe the use of variables.
- Explain complex sections of the code.

- Use // for single one line comment.
- Use /* … */ for multiple line comment.



Example –

Syntax and Comments

Ideal syntax 
presented for entire
source code.



More info on C++

[1] Learn Cpp.com: Tutorials to help you master C++ and
object-oriented programming.
https://www.learncpp.com/

https://www.learncpp.com/

