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Relative & Absolute Cell 

Addressing
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• Relative cell addressing:
Automatic incrementing of cell addresses during the 

copy process, for example: B5.

• Absolute cell addressing:
Unchanged during the copy process, for example: 

$B$5



Relative Cell Address 

(Row)
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Copying down increments row numbers
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Relative Cell Address 

(Column)

Copying across increments column letters
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Relative Cell Address 

(Row & Column)

Copying diagonally increments both row numbers and 

column letters
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Absolute Cell Address

Unchanged row number & column alphabet.
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Relative-Absolute Cell 

Address

Increments row numbers but column letters unchanged.
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Multiplication Table Example

What is the formula to enter in B2 and drag across, down and diagonally 
to create the times table?
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Incorrect Multiplication Table 

Implementation: A2*B1
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Correct Multiplication Table 

Implementation: $A2*B$1



More info
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• References

– Excel online help

– Number of good books on Excel: e.g. Larsen, R. W. 
(2013). Engineering with Excel (4th ed.). Boston: 
Pearson.

– Numerous online resources

• Widely available, learn by using
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