
Discovering Functions 
Module 2 



HELP feature 
• MATLAB has many built-in functions – difficult to 

remember all 

• MATLAB has an indexed library of its built-in 
functions that you can access through the help 
feature. 

• If you type help in the command window 
MATLAB provides a list of help topics. 

• Can use help function 

– e.g. help cos 
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Other methods 

• Press F1 for documentation or type ‘doc function 
name’. This is much more detailed than ‘help’ and 
often shows examples of the functions use 

– e.g. doc rand or doc sin 

• Google search when function name is not known 

– typically look for returns from www.mathworks.com 
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Help – from Command Window 
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• Use MATLAB help to find the exponential, natural 
logarithm, and logarithm base 2 functions. 

• Calculate e7    

• Calculate ln(4) 

• Calculate log2(12) 

• Calculate log10(1.56)     log10(1.56) 

 

 

Exercise 
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• What do these functions do? 

• If you are not sure, use the help feature. 

Discrete-mathematics functions  
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